
Just a reminder: If you have an item for the bulletin please send it to bulletin@stleoparish.org no later than Wednesday at noon 

St. Leo Parish is a safe & welcoming place for the LGBTQA community

Para información en Español, por favor llame al teléfono (253) 272-5136

      LITURGY 

SCHEDULE
Saturday vigil - 5:00 PM     ✠      Sunday - 9:30 AM     ✠      4th Sunday of the Month - 11:30 am 
          (Native American Mass)   4th Sunday - 1:30 PM                   (Multilingual Filipino Mass)
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday - 12:10 PM     ✠     Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturdays 4 to 4:30PM

to add someone to our prayer list, please contact pboroughs@stleoparish.org

March 17, 2024

710 South 13th Street   ✠   Tacoma, Washington 98405   ✠   (253) 272-5136   ✠    s t leopar ish.org

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

St. Leo ChurCh
A Jesuit Parish

“I am the resurrection 
and the life; 

whoever believes in me, 
even if he dies, will live, 
and everyone who lives 

and believes in me 
will never die.

John 11:25-26



       A Jesuit Parish
...a Catholic community centered in the Eucharist, enriched 
by diversity, committed to Gospel values, and continually 
seeking to be Christ’s servant presence in the world.

St. Leo Church

Sacred Heart Parish
English: Friday - 8AM   ✠   Sunday - 10AM
Spanish: Jueves & Sábado - 7PM   ✠   Domingo - 8AM, 12PM & 5PM

SCHEDULE
LITURGY

KEEP INFORMEDKEEP INFORMED
Check all our SLP media channels

Website
Main communication channel

stleoparish.org

Facebook
Several posts every week with season reflections and more
https://www.facebook.com/StLeoParishTacoma

eNewsFlash
Weekly newsletter with upcoming events information

Sign-up from our website,
scroll down to the bottom of any page

Daily Scripture Readings

18 March - Monday
St. Cyril of Jerusalem

1st Reading: Daniel 13: 1-9, 15-17, 
19-30, 33-62 or Daniel 13: 41c-62

Gospel: John 8: 1-11
 

19 March - Tuesday
St. Joseph

1st Reading: Second Samuel 7: 
4-5a, 12-14a, 16

2nd Reading: Romans 4: 13, 16-
18, 22

Gospel: Matthew 1: 16, 18-21, 24
 

20 March - Wednesday
1st Reading: Daniel 3: 14-20, 91-

92, 95
Gospel: John 8: 31-42

 
21 March - Thursday 

1st Reading: Genesis 17: 3-9
Gospel: John 8: 51-59

 
22 March - Friday

1st Reading: Jeremiah 20: 10-13
Gospel: John 10: 31-42

 
23 March  - Saturday

St. Toribio De Mogrovejo
1st Reading: Ezekiel 37: 21-28

Gospel: John 11: 45-56
 

24 March  - Sunday
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Procession: Mark 11: 1-10

1st Reading: Isaiah 50: 4-7

2nd Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11

Gospel: Mark 14: 1 – 15: 47

"Today, just like then, Jesus says to us to: “take away the stone”. 
However burdensome the past, great the sin, weighty the shame, 
let us never bar the Lord’s entrance. Let us, before him, remove that 
stone which prevents him from entering. This is the favourable time 
to remove our sin, our attachment to worldly vanity, the pride that 
blocks our souls, so much hostility among us, in families.... This is the 
favourable time for removing all these things.

Visited and liberated by Jesus, we ask for the grace to be witnesses 
of life in this world that thirsts for it, witnesses who spark and 
rekindle God’s hope in hearts weary and laden with sadness. Our 
message is the joy of the living Lord, who says again today, as he did 
to Ezekiel, “Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your 
graves, O my people" ~ Pope Francis

http://stleoparish.org
https://www.facebook.com/StLeoParishTacoma


March 17, 2023 

Dear Brothers and Sisters- 

I want to thank those of you who took the >me to a@end one of the Sacred Space mee>ngs. I 
am extremely grateful for your par>cipa>on and for the team that organized and supported the 
event. You all keep showing up to the table for dialogue, discernment, support, and 
accompaniment. In the first couple of weeks of Easter, the parish council will report on the fruits 
of the conversa>ons. 

Speaking of Easter, if you are free, a@end the Easter Vigil, or the Easter Sunday Mass on the 31st 
at 12:00 PM. Sacraments of Ini>a>on will be conferred at both celebra>ons. It will be an 
opportunity to be with the Elect and to witness the recep>on of their Sacraments. However, if 
the >me is inconvenient, we will also have our regular 9:30 AM Liturgy.  

For almost three years, St. Leo has hosted the Filipino American Mul>lingual Mass. Three years 
ago, Conrado Julian had conversa>ons with me about it. He had a vision, and the vision was put 
into prac>ce. The vison bore good fruits - fruits that I hope will remain with St. Leo. I am 
thankful to all of you for having opened the doors of St. Leo for the celebra>on of the FAMM. I 
am also grateful to the FAMM organizing commi@ee for three years of service.  

However, the organizers of this monthly liturgy have discerned that the >me has come to close 
it out effec>ve immediately. They look forward to the new opportuni>es that Partners in the 
Gospel will bring.  

The Kateri Circle Mass con>nues to be celebrated on the fourth Sunday of the month at 1:30 
PM. 

I want to thank Heather Paez for leading the program for Infant Bap>sms. She did it with lots of 
love, passion, and respect for the families seeking the Sacrament of Bap>sm. Moving forward, 
Adrian Julian will coordinate Infant Bap>sms, and Eileen McCaffrey-Lent will coordinate 
funerals.   

Speaking of gra>tude, we are organizing a parish celebra>on on the 22nd and 23rd of June in 
gra>tude for 112 years of St. Leo’s history, and to ask for God’s blessing as St. Leo joins St. 
Charles Borromeo. This celebra>on will coincide with the weekend Liturgies.  

Many people (staff and clergy) a@ended a training last week for Partners in the Gospel. Thus, I 
am upda>ng you on some of the takeaways from the mee>ng that are important for you to 
know.   

Pastors for the new parish families will be announced the second week of Easter. Besides the 
appointments of new pastors and associates, the second poten>al change will be seen in the 
change/adjustment of Mass >mes wherever there is an overlap and/or conflict due to the lack 



of priest to cover Masses. As of now, Fr. Mike McDermo@ and I do not foresee changes between 
St. Leo and St. Charles. 

Based on the informa>on shared at the training, I do not foresee major changes during the first 
twelve months besides the ones just men>oned. The first year, star>ng on July 1st, will be a >me 
to get to know the members of the newly formed family. It will also be a year of consulta>on 
between the different members of the family in prepara>on to implement Partners in the 
Gospel. Moreover, exis>ng advisory and working bodies will con>nue in each parish community 
un>l 2026-2027, when parish communi>es will form a common vison. 

In addi>on to exis>ng advisory and working bodies, the new pastor will form two new bodies 
made up of members of the new family. One of these bodies will be made up of staff members, 
and the second of parish leadership. These two advisory bodies will begin to represent the new 
parish family.  

A lot remains undetermined, but some things are becoming clearer. I am star>ng to feel more 
hopeful for the parishes, and as much as I would like to be part of the future, I can’t. I am also 
dealing with emo>ons that some>mes I can suppress, but other >mes, I am unable to contain.  

We are all experiencing the Paschal Mystery in different stages as it comes with desola>on and 
consola>on. Thus, it is important that we all enter the Triduum together – whether online from 
home, or inside the parish building. 

Thank you, 

Fr. Elias Puentes  

 



Sick: Erika Agosto, daughter of Lisa and Allan Dreyer, Corazon Sanchez-Ignacio, 
Sr. Jude Connelly, and Esther Hill.We

pray
for

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Deceased: Marlene Tenzler. 
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May her soul 

and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Calling all liturgical ministers! We could definitely 
use your help during our busy Holy Week and Easter 
celebrations.  There is a sign-up in the vesting sacristy 
for all who can assist.

Also, we are looking for folks to help us with the foot-
washing on Holy Thursday, March 28, at 7:00.  If you are 
interested in doing so, and are available for a rehearsal 
on Wednesday, March 27 from 7:15-8:00, we’d love to 
have you!  You can either talk to Eileen McCaffery-Lent 
or email her: emclent@stleoparish.org



Join us as we celebrate Holy Week and Easter!

We are rapidly approaching the highpoint of our liturgical life as Catholics.  Come, pray, and celebrate!

Palm Sunday, Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (March 23/24) - Palm Sunday marks the beginning of 
Holy Week.  We gather outside the worship space (on Saturday in the hospitality area, and on Sunday outside 
the doors of the church), palms are distributed and blessed, and the Processional Gospel -  the story of the 
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem - is proclaimed. We then process into the church, where we hear the 
story of the Passion of the Lord as it is told by Mark. Red is the color of the day, so we encourage you to search 
your closets and don your red attire!

Our Holy Week journey leads us to the Easter Triduum, the summit of the liturgical year, beginning the evening 
of Holy Thursday to the evening of Easter Sunday.  Though this is three days chronologically, it is considered a 
single celebration of Christ’s Paschal Mystery

Holy Thursday, Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper (March 28 at 7:00) - This is the day that we commemorate 
the Last Supper.  The service begins with the presentation of the oils that have been blessed by the 
Archbishop. In this evening’s Gospel, Jesus washes the feet of Peter, and gives us a mandate to do the same. 
We respond by washing the feet of others during the foot washing.  If you would like to participate, please 
consider wearing shoes that are easy to put on and take off. Following communion, a procession is formed 
in which the Blessed Sacrament is carried through the church to the altar of repose and the main altar is 
stripped. The church will remain open for a half hour for private prayer and reflection. Also, you are invited to 
return your Rice Bowl offering at this Mass.  There will be a marked basket for this as you enter the worship 
space.

Good Friday, Friday of the Passion of the Lord (March 29 at 4:30) - Today we hear the Passion story again, but 
this time from John’s Gospel. This deeply moving liturgy includes the Solemn Intercessions, the Adoration of 
the Cross, the distribution of Communion, and at the end, you will have an opportunity to venerate the cross 
in a personal way.  The church will remain open for a half hour for private prayer and reflection.

Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil (March 30 at 8:30). We gather outside in the darkness around the Easter candle. 
The Easter candle is lit, and we follow its light into our worship space.  We hear the story of our salvation, 
beginning, as all good things do, “in the beginning”. We move then to the heart of our celebration when our 
Elect are baptized in the newly blessed waters of our font. In great joy and celebration, we welcome the newly 
baptized and those receiving communion and being confirmed. Come, pray, and celebrate with us on this 
holiest of nights! (and for those of you who have organized your closets according to our liturgical colors, ‘tis 
time to bring out either white or gold…)

Easter Sunday, Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord (March 31) Our celebration continues, first at our 
9:30 Mass, and then at noon.  The noon Mass will be a bilingual Mass when, with great joy, we celebrate three 
baptisms and offer welcome to several adults and youth who will be completing the Sacraments of Initiation 
by receiving their First Communion and the sacrament of Confirmation. How blessed we are to have so many 
joining with us more fully!



BAPTISM, FIRST COMMUNION
& CONFIRMATION  

RAYMOND 
CARLO 

BRIGIDA 

PLEASE PRAY 
FOR THE FOLLOWING AS WE WALK WITH THESE YOUTH

AND ADULTS AS THEY PREPARE TO RECEIVE 
THEIR SACRAMENTS. 

FIRST COMMUNION & 
CONFIRMATION 

KELLY 
MI YOUNG 
MARINA 
CLAUDIO 

BRISA 

FIRST COMMUNION & 
CONFIRMATION

ERICK 
GUADALUPE

 MIREYA
TONY 

ADALIS
 DILAN
YOEXIS
BLANCA
JAVIER

 

BAPTISM, FIRST COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION  

DAYANA 

CONFIRMATION

VALERIA - JESSICA 
BRANDON - NANCY 

AIDEN - DAVID 
JHESUA - LESLIE

KY - GISELLE
KAREN - CARISSA
AXEL - MONICA
DIEGO- KATTY

 DURING THE EASTER VIGIL MARCH 30TH 
AT 8:30 PM MASS

 DURING THE EASTER DAY MARCH 31ST
 AT 12 PM MASS

 BAPTISM
ANTHONY

DANIEL



St. Leo Social Justice Page 

Jesuits West Apiaries and Gardens  

Next week will be the Spring Equinox, ushering in the season of Spring! The weather is shifting, 
the bees are out and about and its time to plan your garden!   

The 2024 beekeeping season will be different than ever before in my 22 years of beekeeping. 
Due to climate change, degraded ecosystems and invasive disease problems we are adjusting our 
honeybee health protocols and shifting any honey harvesting to the spring of 2025!!! But not all 
is doom & gloom. We are excited about the new ways to keep our bees healthy and hopefully 
building a stronger working relationships with students from Bellarmine and other schools!  

Oh, and gardeners can help too!  

In your gardens and yards, I ask that you grow more wildflowers for pollinators and consider 
growing Detroit Beets and donate them to Jesuits West Apiaries and Gardens. Hears is the 
idea: Since we will not have honey sales this fall to support the bees and our youth, we want to 
start up a Pickled Beet  & Beet Relish product line. Our Youth Garden at the Bix is not large enough 
to grow enough beets for this effort so we are asking our Gardening Parishioners to help us out!  

Just plant and tend the beets in your garden and 
when you harvest, bring them into the church for 
our youth and volunteers to turn them into delicious 
pickled beets and relish for the fall and winter 
holiday seasons.  To get your beet seeds or for 
more information, please contact Rick Samyn at: 
VM/TEXT (253) 229-4114 or email to: 
larchelhoneybeekeeping@gmail.com  

PS: Contact Bellarmine Prep this spring to check 
out their work in the greenhouse and visit their 
wonderful little Kateri Garden! 

What FUN!!! 

 

 

Guadalupe House/ Catholic Worker: Local Art & Craft Extravaganza! 

Join us on Saturday, March 23rd at: Tacoma FUMC. 621 Tacoma Ave S – 6 PM!!! There will 
be wonderful food and a collection of very special silent auction items donated by local artisans 
and craftspeople.  

For more information, please visit: tacomacatholicworker.com 



For Lent
For Life

SEEL Book Group on Racial Justice 
and the Spiritual Exercises
 
SEEL Puget Sound invites you to a 6-session book 
group based on The Spiritual Work of Racial Justice  
by Fr.  Patrick Saint-Jean SJ.  His book is a wonderful 
tool to increase our perspective of racial justice 
through the lens of the Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius. The group will meet via zoom for each book 
session starting with a short orientation. Meetings 
are on Monday evenings, March 25 to May 13th from 
6:30-8pm and the dates are: March 25, April 1, April 
15, April 29, May 6, May 13. This session is offered for 
FREE so that all may attend.  For more information and 
to register please email SEEL Puget Sound at info@
seelpugetsound.org. 

http://www.crsricebowl.org


 EL ELEGIDO
TEMPORADA 1

8 Sesiones los miércoles
 5-6:30 pm en el Bix 

Sesiones:
 Febrero: 21, 28 

Marzo: 6, 13, 20, 27 
Abril: 10, 17

El vídeo y la sesión están en inglés.

Abierto a familias, amigos y
formadores de fe

 & Feligreses. 

El espacio es limitado, regístrese
usando el código QR. Si tiene

preguntas, envíe un correo electrónico
a Faithformation@stleoparish.org. 

Donación Sugerida
de $15

 Orar, Observar, Discutir Orar, Observar, Discutir

 THE CHOSEN
SEASON 1

8 Sessions 
Wednesdays 5-6:30 pm 

in the Bix 

Sessions:
 February: 21, 28

March: 6, 13, 20, 27 
April: 10, 17

Open to Faith Formation 
Families, Friends,

 & Parishioners. 
Space is limited please sign-up using
the QR- code.  Have questions email:

faithformation@stleoparish.org 

$15 Suggested  
Donation

 Pray.Watch.Discuss Pray.Watch.Discuss

EASTER
DONATIONS
NEEDED

PLEASE DROP OFF ITEMS IN THE LABELED BOX IN
THE CHURCH.

FAITHFORMATION@STLEOPARISH.ORG

ST. LEO

WE ARE LOOKING FOR EMPTY
PLASTIC EASTER EGGS AND

INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED CANDY.





St. Leo the Great Parish

Sunday Giving
https://pushpay.com/g/stleoparish

Scan the QR code or follow the URL to
make a contribution to St. Leo Parish.

St. Leo Emergency Services

Emergency Services
https://pushpay.com/g/stleoemergency

Scan the QR code or follow the URL to
make a contribution to E-Services.

St. Leo Food Connection

Food Connection
https://pushpay.com/g/foodconnection

Scan the QR code or follow the URL to
make a contribution to Food Connection

St. Leo L’Honey Program

L’Honey
https://pushpay.com/g/lhoneyprogram

Scan the QR code or follow the URL to
make a contribution to L'Honey

https://stleoparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/ONLINE-GIVING-Pushpay-ALL.pdf


Sr. Pat Michalek, Chair 
Heather Paez 
Vern Harkins 

“We acknowledge with gratitude and humility that St. Leo Parish is on the unceded territory 
of the Puyallup Tribe which our indigenous sisters and brothers have recognized as sacred and 
have cared for throughout the generations.” 

Pastoral Council 

Tom Trunk 
Cyra Benedict 
Sarah Templin 

PARISH STAFF DIRECTORY 
ST LEO PARISH CONTACT # 253-272-5136 AND DIAL the (Extension #) 

Pastor: Fr. Elias Puentes, S.J. Ext. (114) 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Phil Boroughs, S.J. Ext.(108) 
pboroughs@stleoparish.org
Pastoral Ministries, Arrange for a Priest
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

Deacon Tom O’Loughlin, Ext.(104) 
tomoloughlin@comcast.net 

Finance Director: Shanon Koenen Ext. (109) 
skoenen@stleoparish.org 
Finance, HR, Safety, and IT 

Bookkeeper: Judith    Lamptey (107) 
jlamptey@stleoparish.org

Office Administrator: Angelie Ashford-White Ext.(103) 
aashford-white@stleoparish.org

Faith Formation: Adriana Julian Ext. (106) 
faithformation@stleoparish.org
K-12 Religious Education, Sacraments
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation Adapted for Children)
Baptisms
Confirmation 7th- 12th Grade
Sacraments for Children (ages 7-18)

Social Ministry and Facilities: Rick Samyn Ext.(102)  
socialministry@stleoparish.org
Emergency Services, L’Honey, Ecumenical, Eco-Justice

Music Director: Bob McCaffery-Lent Ext. (118) 
rmclent@stleoparish.org 
Choir and Music 

Liturgy Coordinator: Eileen McCaffery-Lent  
emclent@stleoparish.org 

Food Connection Director: Dawn Whitman 
dawnw@foodconnection.org 
253-361-9943
St. Leo Food Bank, Children’s Programs, Summer Meals

Weddings: Adriana Julian Ext. (106) 
parishinvolvement@stleoparish.org 

Funerals: Eileen McCaffery-Lent Ext. (120)

Sacramental Records- Mary Lou Morgan 
mlmorgan@stleoparish.org 

Bichsel Hall Coordinator: Nancy Maggart 
bixcoordinator@stleoparish.org 

Annulments: Kathy Hitchcock: 253-564-3785

Homebound Ministry- Rosanne Trunk: 253-208-0410

Maintenance: Johnny Mariano Ext. (105) 
jmariano@stleoparish.org 

Reporting Clergy Sexual Abuse --Society of Jesus 

If you or anyone you know has felt victimized by a Jesuit at any time, please contact Mary Pat Panighetti, advocacy coordinator for Jesuits West, at 408-
893-8398 or mppanighetti@jesuits.org, and appropriate law enforcement and child-protective agencies.

La Provincia anima a cualquier persona que se haya sentido victimizada por un jesuita comunicarse con Mary Pat Panighetti, Coordinadora de Apoyo para 
la Provincia Jesuita del Oeste, al 408-893-8398 o mppanighetti@jesuits.org, y también con las autoridades apropiadas y agencias de protección infantil. 

Anyone who has knowledge of sexual abuse or misconduct by a member of the clergy, an employee or volunteer of the Archdiocese of Seattle is urged to call 
the archdiocesan hotline at 1-800-446-7762. The Archdiocese of Seattle has a longstanding commitment to transparency, accountability and assistance to 
persons sexually abused by clergy or by anyone working on behalf of the Church. 

Marcia Matthaei
Mike Bianchi 
Eugena Buena-Douglas

John Landy
Emily Noelle Sanchez Ignacio

mailto:jlamptey@stleoparish.org
mailto:jmariano@stleoparish.org
mailto:rmclent@stleoparish.org
mailto:aashford-white@stleoparish.org
mailto:socialministry@stleoparish.org


For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com                St. Leo the Great Church, Tacoma, WA                A 4C 05-1516

Seniors Real Estate Specialist
Lisa Dreyer

Managing Broker and Parishioner
253-381-7683 

lisadreyer@remax.net

PL
LC

Providing Care in
the Home?

Pierce County Family
Caregiver Support Program

253-798-4600
www.PierceADRC.org

CHURCH SUPPLIES & FURNISHINGS
CANDLES U BOOKS U BIBLES 

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR
STATUARY U JEWELRY U ROSARIES
SACRAMENTAL & SEASONAL ITEMS

& SO MUCH MORE!

5201 4th Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98108

(206) 622-3100

Visit us Online!

kkaauuffeerrss..sshhoopp
gaffneyfuneralhome.com

1002 S. Yakima Ave. | Tacoma, WA 98405
253-572-6003

“We help create experiences that connect, heal, and celebrate the life lived”

Serving families in the greater Tacoma area for 115 years
4100 Steilacoom Blvd. SW • Lakewood

(253) 948-9895 | www.mountainviewtacoma.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

Washington

CatholicMatch.com/WA

Your Mercedes Man 
Mercedes of Tacoma 
Business Manager

206-883-6600
arniemanansala@
looklarson.com
1701 Alexander Ave. E  
Ste. C, Fife WA 98424

253-722-5196
1128 Broadway Tacoma, WA
Serving Breakfast 7 AM daily

mexmagico.com

College Prep
Community

Servant Leadership
Faith-Centered

Find out what it’s like to be a Lion

BELLARMINE PREPARATORY SCHOOL Life-Changing Education

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Marcia Boswell

 
Mboswell@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2246




