
 



 



Last week, our pastoral staff went on retreat with three goals: 1) increase our openness to the Holy Spirit,
2) strengthen our relationship with one another and 3) grow in our ability to serve our parish family of

St. Leo and St. Charles. It was such a good experience, I want to share it with you. 
 

We started by reflecting on the Church’s teachings about the importance of helping the faithful to grow
in their ability to live out the call they received in Baptism to share in the ministry of Christ. The only way
that we can serve the tens of thousands of people in our parish boundary, is if each of us answers our

call from Jesus sharing the Gospel with our family, neighbors and community. 
 

We then listened to each other and appreciated the gifts and experiences of our parish staff. We are
truly blessed to have this team. This faithful, talented and enjoyable group is committed to responding

to the challenges coming our way.  
 

We also reflected on how the Church calls us to recognize the joys, griefs, hopes and fears of our parish
community as the joys, griefs, hopes and fears of Christ (Gaudium et Spes 1). I know the changes of this
last year have been big. The Jesuits cared for St. Leo for 100+ years. Fr. Mike shepherded St. Charles for

24 years. Neither of our parishes expected to be joined together as a parish family. It’s natural that
those changes would cause grief.  

 

It's also natural to have anxiety. Will we have enough vocations to the priesthood for the future? Will we
lose what we love about our parishes? Will our children keep the faith? 

 

But we found the joys and hopes spoke so much more powerfully to us. Joy from the children gathering
at the altar at the Sunday Masses. Joy from the encounter with God in creation our youth group

experienced on our Youth Pilgrimages this summer. And joy from the new families joining our parish. 
 

We see many signs of hope too. Mercy 253, a St. Charles ministry to the poor, is already exploring ways
to grow this ministry, as well as minister to the poor amongst the St. Leo campus. Our Young Adult

ministry is taking off in new ways and responding to an emerging hunger for faith among our young
people. The Holy Spirit is working in our community and it is a joy to be part of that work. 

 

Thank you for your support of our wonderful parish staff. 
We look forward to serving you in this year to come! 

Middle School Youth Group
St. Patrick, St. Leo, and St. Charles are joining
forces for a Middle School Youth Group. Want

to help guide our youth in faith and
fellowship? Come to the Youth Group Leader
Meeting on August 31st, 4:45 to 6:30 PM at the

St. Patrick Parish Center. 
* Parents of youth in grades 6–8: Please

attend a meeting on September 14th, 4:45 to
6:30 PM at the St. Patrick Parish Center to

learn more about what Youth Group is, dinner
will be provided. 

A Message from Father Michael



August 23/24 21st Sunday in ordinary time
Vigil Mass 5pm, Mass 10am, 
Native American Mass 1:30pm

August 26. 28, 29 Daily Mass 12:10pm

August 29 Family Karaoke Night

August 30 Confessions 4pm
Vigil Mass 5pm

Upcoming Events

We Pray for... The sick:

Preston Umipeg
Mara Eaton

The deceased:

Ferruccio Crocetti

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.

If your loved one is facing surgery or has a
chronic health condition, they can receive
the sacramental Anointing of the Sick after
any Mass. Just notify the priest of this need
either before or after Mass.



All those yearning to set the world ablaze with peace
are invited to the Tahoma Pax Christi meeting at 11:15

on Sunday, August 24 in the Kateri Room in St. Leo
Church.  

Eternal wellspring of peace, may we be drenched with
the longing for peace. May we give ourselves over to
peace until the earth overflows with peace as living

waters overflow the seas. 

Tahoma Pax Christi









St. Leo/St Charles Church
Social Services/Justice – Parish Ministries

Jubilee Year Immigration Pilgrimage of Hope: 
On Saturday, October 4th, join Catholics from across Western Washington in a special Mass service 
and a pilgrimage to the ICE Processing Center in Tacoma to show solidarity and express hope and 
compassion for detainees and all immigrants. In the spirit of the Jubilee year of hope, Catholics 
throughout Western Washington are called to be pilgrims of hope. As part of Catholic social teaching, 
we express this hope by praying for, being in solidarity with, and showing compassion for 
immigrants.   

We will be gathering at 9:30 am at St. Leo Church for opening remarks and instructions for the 
pilgrimage. The group then processes down to the Northwest Detention Center at 10:00 am. An outdoor 
mass will be celebrated outside of the detention center at 11:15am with the conclusion of the event 
at12:15PM. 
Van service will be provided for those who need transportation to and from the detention center. 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! If you are interested in volunteering for the event or would like more 
information, please contact Rick TEXT 253 229-4114. 

Also, if you plan to attend this event please register through the link below: 
Register Here: https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5558/responses/new 

Moving Forward on organizing the works of Social Justice: 
Food Justice Ministry 
Over the past year and a half, with the assistance of the Intercommunity Peace and Justice Center we 
have formed a core group of parishioners focused on addressing food insecurity in our community and 
the need to support our Food Bank and Food pantry miniseries: 
• Improve financial and in-kind support of our food bank and pantries
• Improve community outreach and networking within the food banking community and others to

support the work
• Engage in effective legislative advocacy for food justice
• Educate and animate the parish family in the work of food justice
• Promote sustainable food production local food sourcing
The core group will be meeting to discuss ways to organize and move forward on this work on
Thursday, September 25th at 5:00pm meeting in Bix Hall on the St. Leo Campus. To learn
more about this vital work of social justice and expressing faith, please join us.
For more information please reach out to Rick Samyn, VM or Text at: 253 229-4114 or leave an
email at larchelhoneybeekeeping gmail.com

Social Supportive Services/St. Leo Campus 
On Thursday, September 11th our volunteers and staff will be meeting to discuss the work of this 
ministry with a focus on program expansion, greater outreach/collaboration with Catholic Community 
Services (CCS), financial support of the program and other program improvements. This is an 
energizing ministry with a direct positive impact on the community. Through the work of Social 
Supportive Services, the Clothing Boutique and Laundry Ministry we are the Face of Christ to those in 

https://archseattle.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/5558/responses/new


needs! The St. Leo Campus has always been a place of refuge to those who desperately need help and 
have nowhere else to go. We are the stable in Bethlehem, the outstretched hand to a wounded stranger 
on the road, the meal to a hungry stranger and clothing for the ill clad in a society of excess. The work 
if Social Supportive Services and its program are to be that Good News to a wounded and suffering 
world. We can and we do make a difference that is life giving, affirming of human dignity and give 
witness to the universal kinship that expressing God with Us! 
 
If you want to learn more of this positive and energize ministry, please join us on Thursday 
September 11th at 5:00pm Bix Hall/St. Leo Campus.  
 
A story to share from this ministry: A Note from Dylan H. 
I appreciate this so much (Regarding our laundry service). Little things like this make my life so much 
better! Thank you for recognizing the importance of dignity.” 
 
The L’Honey Project: Musings from the Bee Yard 
We are in the middle of the queen release and treatment processes. This makes for long days. The 
queens can be released during the day but for optimal result on treatment, the colonies need to be 
medicated in the early hours of dawn before sunrise. It is a stressful time for the bees and the 
beekeeper. There are also risks. We have had two incidents so far that when I went to release the queen, 
I found her dead. A dead queen with no chance a raising a new queen can spell the death of the entire 
colony. Fast decisions must be made to save the colony. One option is to merge a queen-right colony 
with the one that lost their queen, and the other option is to purchase a queen and try to introduce her to 
the queen-less colony. I will be doing both.  
 
So, what does this have to do with our faith? Well, from my perspective – everything! 
Genisis 2:15 “The LORD God then took the human and settled him in the garden of Eden, to 
cultivate and care for it.” My true purpose, our purpose as humans, is to care for Creation. This is the 
Christian calling, which is just as important as loving your neighbor, living by forgiving and accepting 
that all things in heaven and Earth is God’s own.  
 
So, when I care for the honeybees, I care for God’s own. Tending to the honeybees is sacrament 
as it is an outward sign or behavior that points to a deeper meaning or relationship. Tending to the 
needs of honeybees, like other relationships we have with the natural world can be that “touch stone” to 
a deeper understanding of the Divine. The vestige of the Divine is infused in all of Creation and in our 
loving relationships with each other.    
 
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaim his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). 

Rick 
Keeper of Bees 
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Providing Care in
the Home?

Pierce County Family
Caregiver Support Program

253-798-4600
www.PierceADRC.org

CHURCH SUPPLIES & FURNISHINGS
CANDLES U BOOKS U BIBLES 

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR
STATUARY U JEWELRY U ROSARIES
SACRAMENTAL & SEASONAL ITEMS

& SO MUCH MORE!

5201 4th Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98108

(206) 622-3100

Visit us Online!

kkaauuffeerrss..sshhoopp
gaffneyfuneralhome.com

1002 S. Yakima Ave. | Tacoma, WA 98405
253-572-6003

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

Washington

CatholicMatch.com/WA

253-722-5196
1128 Broadway Tacoma, WA
Serving Breakfast 7 AM daily

mexmagico.com

College Prep
Community

Servant Leadership
Faith-Centered

Find out what it’s like to be a Lion

BELLARMINE PREPARATORY SCHOOL Life-Changing Education

Seniors Real Estate Specialist
Lisa Dreyer

Managing Broker and Parishioner
253-381-7683 

lisadreyer@remax.net

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Joe Scott

 
jscott@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x9161

FREE ESTIMATES
David Calmo

owner & parishioner
	360.633.0500

Catholic Owned 
Business

206-487-4877
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